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This memoir of a child survivor of the Holocaust incorporates intimate letters from his 
parents incarcerated in the French concentration camp at Gurs. Author Richard Weilheimer 
effectively communicates the communal and cultural richness of his parents' destroyed 
German Jewish community. Having become fully integrated into his American identity 
Richard urges everyone - and most particularly his grandchildren - to live fully, to "Be Happy, 
Be Free, Dance!" 
 
Born in Ludwigshaven, Germany, in 1931, Richard Weilheimer was seven when he witnessed 
the arrest of his father along with the destruction of his home and synagogue on 
Kristallnacht. In 1940, his family was deported to Camp de Gurs in Vichy-controlled France, 
where his mother subsequently died. Richard and his brother were rescued by the Quakers 
and brought to America where they were raised by relatives. His father was gassed at 
Sobibor. Richard served in the Korean War, and was then an executive in the fashion 
accessory industry. He is married, and has two sons and two grandchildren. Today, he uses 
his experience to educate people about prejudice and genocide. 

The book may be purchased online at sites such as Amazon.com. It will also be available for 
purchase after the presentation, when the author will personally inscribe your copy on 
request. 
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