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ART: Keys to the city

Tuning up the Big Apple

Play time . . . A tourist plays a street piano in New York’s Times
Square last week as part of the ‘‘Play me I’m yours’’ project by British
artist Luke Jerram. PHOTO: REUTERS

By SARA KUGLER FRAZIER
in New York

ANYONE who gets a sudden itch to tickle the
ivories will be able to play free public pianos in
50 places throughout New York City — from the
Coney Island boardwalk to the Metropolitan
Museum.

An art installation touring the world made its
first United States stop last week. For two
weeks, players can play tunes on pianos all over
New York City, at famous landmarks such as the
Lincoln Centre, the foot of the Brooklyn Bridge,
the Staten Island ferry terminal and Central
Park’s bandshell.

The ‘‘Play me I’m yours’’ concept, devised by
British artist Luke Jerram, has put more than
130 pianos in parks, squares and bus stations
since 2008 in cities including London, Sydney
and Sao Paulo. And now it is New York City’s
turn to play, Mayor Michael Bloomberg
announced last week.

‘‘There’s going to be a huge amount of talent
here,’’ Jerram said.

‘‘The piano’s actually a blank canvas for
everyone’s creativity, really, so I just hope that
the city enjoys it.’’

The New York installation will be the largest
in the project. It is double the size of the
previous largest — 30 pianos in London last
year.

Each of the 60 pianos to be installed
throughout New York has its own attendants
responsible for its care. That involves unlocking

the keyboard at 9am every day and putting a
heavy tarpaulin over the instrument if it rains.

The pianos were donated for the cause and
have been painted and decorated by artists.

They will be delivered to 27 locations in
Manhattan, 10 in Brooklyn, five in Queens and
four each in Staten Island and the Bronx.

Jerram got the idea at his local laundromat,
according to a website about the project. He saw
the same people there every weekend, but none
of them talked to each other. He thought a piano
might help bring people together in places like
that.

The results in other cities have been
surprising and life­changing, he said.

A woman in Sao Paulo heard her daughter
play for the first time on one of Jerram’s pianos
in a train station. The mother had worked to pay
for lessons for four years, but the family had no
piano at home.

In Sydney, a couple met at a piano and were
now married, Jerram said.

Last week, Mr Bloomberg and other city
officials unveiled a piano in a waterfront park in
Queens, where passers­by welcomed the art
installation.

‘‘It seems like a good idea that brings a sense
of fun and playfulness to the city,’’ said David
Rosenfeld, who was riding his bike in the area.

Most pianos will be open for song until 10pm.
After the installation ends, the pianos will be

donated to schools and hospitals, according to
Sing for Hope, a non­profit group that co­
ordinated the New York project. — AP

US: Making actions count

Collecting pennies for his thoughts
By JAMES D. DAVIS
of the Sun Sentinel, Florida

Money­movers . . . Security
guards help David Broide
(above) move some of the
one and a­half million
pennies he has collected.
Right: David with bags of
pennies at the Holocaust
Documentation and
Education Centre in
Hollywood, Florida.

PHOTOS: HOLOCAUST DOCUMENTATION AND
EDUCATION CENTER

�If not for people like David

keeping the memory alive, it

will be difficult for my

grandchildren to know what

happened�

— Ilan Sredni

ONE penny. One murdered child. One
and a­half million pennies. A mass
murder made tangible.

Many know of the six million Jews the
Nazis killed during World War 2. As a
result of the project of a South Florida
youth, visitors to the Holocaust
Documentation and Education Centre
can now grasp the number of children
among the victims.

David Broide (13) pushed for about a
year to collect the pennies as a bar
mitzvah project. The product of his
campaign is in dozens of bags, jugs, coin
rolls and sandwich bags lining the halls of
the Holocaust centre in downtown
Hollywood, Florida.

Thus far, 1.2 million of the pennies have
been delivered to
the Holocaust
centre. David and
his family plan to
have the rest
delivered in about
a month.

While the centre
decided how best
to use them,
visitors were
amazed by the
sight, executive
vice­president Rositta Kenigsberg said.

‘‘They always say something like, ‘So
many pennies, so many children’,’’
Kenigsberg said, herself a child of a
Holocaust survivor.

‘‘This is amazing. In all my years of
Holocaust education, I’ve never met a
young person who did this by himself.’’

For David, the project is personal: to
commemorate his late grandfather Jose
Broide, who fought Nazis in Poland as a
partisan before emigrating to Costa Rica.

‘‘He was a hero to me,’’ said David, a
member of the Beit David Highland
Lakes Shul in Aventura.

‘‘I think he’d be very proud of this. And
I’m honoured that so many people have
contributed.’’

Donations came from friends, relatives

and classmates at the Hillel Community
Day School in North Miami Beach. David
also contributed $1800 from his bar
mitzvah gifts.

Passengers on Royal Caribbean cruises
also contributed, dropping coins in cans
at check­in counters at Port Everglades
and the Port of Miami. A vice­president of
the cruise line, Craig Milan, is a board
member of the Holocaust centre.

The project had other help as well.
Crystal Springs Water in Fort Lauderdale
provided 40 170­litre jugs to hold some of
the pennies. Palindrome Consulting in
northeastern Miami­Dade County hosted
and maintained David’s website,
www.NeverForgetNeverAgain.org

Palindrome owner Ilan Sredni is also a
grandson of Holocaust survivors. ‘‘I think
this generation of survivors is going to be
leaving us pretty soon. If not for people

like David keeping
the memory alive, it
will be difficult for
my grandchildren
to know what
happened.’’

Kenigsberg said
a Brinks truck
brought the
pennies, which
weighed 6000lb
(2722kg), to the
centre on April 9,

two days before Yom Hashoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

David drew less­welcome attention
after an early newspaper article about the
project was reposted on a Holocaust
denial website. Some reader responses
carried venom.

The shaken teen suspended the work
for about two months.

‘‘That showed me there really is hate
out there,’’ he said.

‘‘Then I realised I had to continue. I’m
like my grandfather. I stand up for what I
believe in.’’

David is planning another project for
the centre: six million pennies,
representing all the Jewish Holocaust
victims. — McClatchy­Tribune News
Service
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SPAIN: Fighting talk

Culture, or a cruel and bloody sport?
By HENRU CHU
of the Los Angeles Times, Barcelona

Jose Tomas

Sending a message . . . Demonstrators
(top) shout slogans and hold a banner
during an anti­bullfight protest in Seville,
Spain. The banner reads ‘‘No bulls at the
bullring and no cows on the plates’’.
Above: Spanish bullfighter Jose Tomas is
gored during a bullfight in Aguascalientes,
Mexico, in April. PHOTOS: REUTERS

FANS laid on a hero’s welcome when
Jose Tomas made a triumphal return to
professional bullfighting in Barcelona
three years ago, ending a much­lamented
retirement.

But when Tomas arrives here next
month for another comeback of sorts —
one of his first engagements since being
badly gored in Mexico in April — the
celebrated matador could find himself in
quite a different position: as an outlaw.

Regional lawmakers are expected to
decide soon whether to abolish
bullfighting once and for all here in
Catalonia. Signs indicate they will vote
yes, which would make this northeastern
coastal region the first on the Spanish
mainland to approve such a ban.

It’s about time, backers say, that
Catalonia got rid of a cruel and bloody
sport that essentially makes a virtue of
the torture and killing of a captive animal.

But opponents of the ban suspect the
stated concern for animal welfare is a
smokescreen for a more political aim:
thumbing a nose at the rest of Spain, in an
assertion of Catalonian identity and
nationalist aspiration.

The debate has stoked regional
tensions in a country where such
divisions can be a combustible mix,
occasionally transmuting into separatist
violence — for example, in the Basque
area. Although Catalonia doesn’t have the
same history of violent separatism, plenty
of people here see themselves as
different from ‘‘the Spanish’’ and yearn
for independence.

The anti­bullfighting campaign has
sparked an angry backlash in Madrid,
Valencia and Murcia, whose governments
have moved to declare the sport a cultural
landmark, a status that could give
organisers tax breaks and other special
protections.

‘‘Bullfighting was a source of
inspiration for Goya, Picasso, Garcia
Lorca, Hemingway and Orson Welles,’’
Esperanza Aguirre, the head of Madrid’s
regional government, told reporters
recently, posing with a pink matador’s
cape. ‘‘It’s an art that has been in our
culture for as long as we can remember.’’

Bullfight reviews routinely turn up on
the arts pages of Spanish newspapers,
and when a dashing
torero like Tomas steps
into the arena,
exhibiting a daredevil
yet classical style
seldom seen
any more,

aficionados speak in hushed tones about
a mystical experience.

Animal rights activists have little
patience for talk of culture and tradition.
To them, the dashing gold matador outfits
and the romantic aura built up around
bullfighting are merely ways of dressing
up ritualised cruelty.

‘‘We think it’s a shame
for a country to have a
symbol like that,’’
said Manel
Macia
Gallemi, of
the
organisa­
tion Prou

(‘‘Enough’’ in Catalan), which has led the
drive for a ban. ‘‘Spanish traditional
culture has flamenco and other things you
don’t have to be ashamed of.’’

Macia Gallemi noted that opposition to
bullfighting isn’t just a Catalonian
phenomenon. In Madrid, a bullfighting
protest in March drew thousands of
demonstrators toting placards with
slogans such as ‘‘Torture is not culture’’.

And plenty of Catalonians themselves
have been enthusiastic followers.

‘‘It’s true, in the past Catalonia liked
bullfighting more than now. My
grandfather was an example. It was a kind
of popular entertainment, because they
had no other distractions,’’ Macia Gallemi
said.

But society and notions of ethical
treatment of animals have moved on, and
bullfighting should follow activities such
as bearbaiting to the dustbin of history,
activ­ ists say. Their petition to ban
the sport drew 180,000
signa­ tures. That was three
times more than the number
necessary to land the petition in
the Catalonian
regional assembly,

forcing
lawmakers

to vote
on
wheth­
er to
initia­

te legislation.
The issue was so sensitive that for the

first time in memory the chamber turned
off the electronic voting board so that ‘‘no­
one would feel scared’’, lawmaker David
Perez said.

Perez, a member of the left­leaning
Socialist Party, opposes abolition.

‘‘It’s unfair to ban everything that you
personally don’t like.’’

Plus, the proposal to end bullfighting
ignores other traditions that could also be
deemed cruel, including the practice
during some rural festivals of attaching
flaming torches to bulls’ horns.

To Perez, that silence is proof of
inconsistency, and an ulterior motive.

‘‘It wasn’t a question of animal suffering
or animal abuse. It was a question of
Catalan identity,’’ he said.

The real enemy of bullfighting may not
be animal rights activists or Catalonian
nationalists but time. Except for the

crowds that Tomas, the star
matador, can draw, the audience
for bullfights has been dwindling.

Barcelona’s main bullring, the
Plaza Monumental, often

struggles to fill even half
its seats.

The coup de grace
for bullfighting may

therefore end up

being delivered not by

outright hostility but,

instead, by casual

indifference. —

McClatchy­Tribune

News Service



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


